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As parents ,  we can al l  relate to the l i fe-

changing,  path shi ft ing,  phenomenon that

comes with br inging a chi ld into the world .

The experience was no di f ferent for  Jeff

Turner ,  founder and executive director  of  Tree

Top Academy,  who discovered his  passion for

early  chi ldhood education,  after  the birth of

his  daughter .  Inspired by witnessing her

development ,  and later ,  his  son's

development.  Jeff ' s  cur iosity   was just  the

beginning of  his  path to explor ing Early

Chi ldhood Education.  He found himself

buried in the ais les of  the l ibrary ,  consuming

the works of  Vygostky ,  Lor is  Malaguzzi  and

other pioneers of  thinking and chi ld

development.  This  t ime of  discovery was also

met with the need for   a  preschool  for  his

young daughter and infant son.  

Born from his  relentless search for  an

engaging,  nurtur ing preschool  environment 

 that shared his  v iews on the power of

learning through play and emphasiz ing

thinking and curiosity ,  i t  became clear  that

his  unique v is ion would only exist  after  a

major  shi ft  f rom his  corporate career ,  to the

project of  a  l i fet ime -   owning and direct ing a

preschool .  In 2011 ,  Jef f  discovered a preschool

campus in Jupiter  and soon relocated his

family  f rom Miami to the Jupiter  area.

Jeff  immediately  began changing the culture

of  the school  to the Reggio Emil ia  phi losophy

by invest ing in workshops and conferences 

.  

for  i ts  teachers .  The school  was transformed

into what we now know as Tree Top

Academy.  Jeff  recal ls ,  "The most excit ing

thing was seeing teachers inspired by an

entirely  new way of  teaching.  They were 

 init ia l ly  nervous to try  Vis ible Thinking

techniques and incorporate Reggio Emil ia

inspired projects  into their  c lassrooms,  but

they quickly  noticed that the chi ldren were

more engaged. "   

The ethos of  Tree Top Academy has always

been rooted in the bel ief  that preschool

aged chi ldren are capable of  l imit less

learning and that a nurtur ing space which

focuses on chi ldren's  unique ideas ,  lays a

vital  foundation for  a l i fet ime of  deep and

creative thinking.  But an unexpected result

of  owning a preschool  has been the culture

of  family  that has developed over the years .

"We feel  so connected to the community by

car ing for  the development of  our local

famil ies . "  Cassandra Kel ler ,  Director  of  Tree

Top Academy shares .   In the same way that

Jeff  searched for  the r ight f i t  for  his

chi ldren,  we recognize that everyone sees

something unique and personal ized in their

own Tree Top Academy experience.  "That 's

what we've always been after  -  i t ' s  about

providing a fert i le  learning experience for

the indiv idual  chi ld ,  our teachers

understand that and thr ive in giv ing that to

each chi ld .We approach learning by car ing

as i f  each chi ld  is  family .  "  



"We believe (and
science confirms) that
children are born with
the ability to acquire
and incorporate an
immense amount of
information from their
constant interactions
with the world around
them."
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